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SOUTHINGTON INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

REGULAR MEETING 

THURSDAY, May 5, 2016 

7:00 pm – Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a meeting on 

Thursday, May 5, 2016 at the Municipal Center Assembly Room, 196 North 

Main Street, Southington, CT.  Vice-Chair James Sullivan called the 

meeting to order at 7:00 with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  Christopher Borowy, Jeff Crown, Walter Grover & 

James Sullivan 

 Alternates: John Fusco 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 A quorum was determined. 

 Absent: Greg Ali                     

 The Chair seated John Fusco for Greg Ali and a quorum was 

determined. 

 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by everyone in attendance 

 

4. Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of April 7, 2016 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes as presented.   

Mr. Sullivan seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

5. Reports from Public, Press & Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action 

 None. 

 

6. Inland Wetland/Floodplain Filling Applications 

 A. Information:  FF #246 – Application of Tavern 42 Burger,  

Brew & Que seeking in place piers for a new deck within a regulated 

flood area.  Property located at 42 and 44 W. Main Street 

 Jim Jones, Jones Engineering, represented the applicant.  Barry 

DePaolo, owner of Anthony Jack’s and formerly of Bon Tera.  He is 

working on renovating the old Hearthstone building in downtown 

Plantsville.  He’s going to put a new restaurant in there. 
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 He would like to put a deck to the rear of the building for 

outdoor dining, 28’ by 28’.   In order to do so, the structural 

support for the deck would be on piers located within the floodplain.  

It would be approximately four-tenths of a cubic yard of material, 

concrete, that make up the piers within the floodplain itself. 

 We would compensate for that by removing some high area over on 

the edge of the river.  About a half a dozen wheelbarrows full of 

dirt.   

 I put a note on the plan saying that would be done under my 

supervision. 

 They plan on opening in June and he wants to put the deck on as 

soon as possible. 

 Mr. Lavallee advised this is similar to the addition they did 

when it was presented to us that buildings or structures within the 

conveyance shadow of the floodway are treated a little differently 

than actual structures that don’t have the benefit of the building in 

front of them.  On the map it is labeled the conveyance shadow and the 

piers are out of that and it is the super structure above it which is 

out of the floodplain or right at the base of it. 

 So the addition itself previously, before the deck, was 137 and 

the new support beams, the bottom of those would be at 137 and we can 

match that grade. 

 Also, there is material being removed from underneath and there 

is going to be some stone there.   He’s decreasing the impervious 

surface there. 

 As far as any removal or mitigation along the bank or little bit 

up from that, if there are any invasives, I suggested he take those 

right out by the root ball so that would work in our favor, as well, 

instead of just some random holes dug there. 

 This is a combination of the floodway and the floodplain. 

 There is no rise certification that was signed. The development 

won’t increase the flood levels to any immediately adjacent area.  

 Discussion. 

 All BMPs will be in place when the work is done. 

 Mr. Lavallee went through the checklist items. 

 Mr. Borowy observed with the minimal displacement, it’s an area 

that is already disturbed, there is no noticeable effect on the 

floodwater capacity.  I’m not sure it is a significant impact. 

 Mr. Jones commented the piers are going to be half the size of 

the ones under the building. 
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 Mr. Borowy continued if we put in David’s proviso about the 

removal of the invasives and have him do some direct oversight, I 

would move we approve the application as submitted. 

 Mr. Borowy moved a favorable recommendation to the planning and 

zoning commission for FF #246.  Mr. Crown seconded.   

 The Chair said she would like to have Mr. Lavallee present when 

the removal of materials happening. 

 Motion passed 5 to 0 to 1 with Mr. Grover abstaining. 

 

 

 B. Information:  IW #1250 – Application of Mario Riccitelli 

seeking to install a new driveway, utilities, and complete grading 

associated with an existing foundation within the Upland Review Area.  

Property located at 29 and 31 Mark Drive. 

 Mr. Lavallee informed the commissioners that this is a historic 

disturbance.  It was done in the mid-80’s.  There was a foundation put 

on to this lot.  It is a legitimate lot.  It is for a duplex.  The 

foundation is in.  I did a checklist on it.  It would be difficult to 

say you couldn’t build here since it is a lot of record and the work 

was started. 

 There are erosion controls shown on the plan.  It is a very 

limited disturbance as it is a fill situation. They disturbed the top 

of the slope and that’s all they will be able to disturb.  

 Discussion. 

 There was clearing done for the driveway but it has since grown 

in. 

 The lot was cleared for accessibility to inspect the foundation.  

It wasn’t clear cut.  There are invasives.  It wasn’t prepped or 

graded or anything. 

 The wetland flags were done by David Lord recently.  Actually it 

was done February 29
th
.        

 Discussion. 

 The proposed deck is the newest encroachment outside of the 

foundation. 

 Sanitary sewers and public water are provided. 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to table IW 1250.  Mr. Borowy 

seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk to be scheduled for May 10
th
, 2016. 
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7. Communications 

 Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio members regarding items 

other than those scheduled for action 

 None. 

 

 

8. Conservation Issues/Unfinished Business/Miscellaneous 

 The POCD is up for consideration at the next planning & zoning 

commission meeting (May 17
th
 at 7:00 p.m.). 

  The Chair handed out the American Wetland’s Month.  She will send 

it electronically.  Good information. 

 Mr. Lavallee reported on a violation letter he sent out.  It’s at 

the corner of East and Berlin Street.  They’re filling in the wetland 

with grass clippings.          

 Discussion. 

 

 The Chair brought up her noted violations: 

 - 197 West Street or right next to it.  In the back there’s a 

big play area set up in the wetlands. 

 - A duplex on Westbrook Road.  They’ve done stuff in the 

past.  Things happening back there. 

 - 191 - 193 Prospect, in the rear of that back lot that was 

formerly filled.  It looks like they’re encroaching in the back. 

 Mr. Lavallee said he would look into those. 

 

 Mr. Lavallee also pointed out the training bulletin. It is going 

through CCSU now and it is on line.  Three are done in the same year.  

Then you get a certification which you can give to the town. 

 

 The Commissioners welcomed Walter Grover.  

 

 Jim Sullivan is doing the tree give away on Saturday, May 14, 

2016 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm in coordination with the Touch A Truck 

at the drive in property.  Colorado Blue Spruce seedlings. 
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 Mr. Borowy gave an update on the Open Space/Conservation 

Commission site walk at Crescent Lake.  We were accompanied by UCONN 

Professor Worthley who explained the whole scientific process of tree 

weeding out in effect for healthier growth.   The town’s appointed 

forester actually takes the recommendations and makes sure the 

contractors are enacting them. 

 Most impressive was the southern end of Crescent Lake, the area 

that had been weeded out, there’s two stands of hemlock and aspen 

they’re going to encourage further growth of. 

 What they did is it looks like they leveled the whole thing but 

the point is the aspens, by their root growth, will encourage new 

trees into the now open fertile land in the middle.  We’ll get more 

dedicated aspen growth.        

 Discussion. 

 

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Mr. 

Crown.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned by 7:36 o’clock, p.m.) 

 


